A spider collection from the central parts of Yakutia, Siberia, includes 183 species , of which 130 have not been previously recorded from Yakutia. The species are listed together with collecting localities and with the firs t published record from Yakutia.
Introduction
Yakutia, comprising the northeastern part of Central Siberia, consists of an area of about 3 100 000 km 2 • Yakutia borders in the south on the Amur region and in the north on the Arctic Ocean. Very little up to now has been known about the spider fauna of this huge area. The paper by Kulczynski (1908) , who recorded 60 species (26 of the present species) from Yakutia, can be mentioned. In addition, some data have been published, especially by Russian authors, in recent years.
The senior author collected spiders in July 1977 in the central parts of Yakutia. The study area lies mainly in the taiga zone, dominated by larch forests . In addition to forests, steppes, meadows, pastures, bogs, shore habitats as well as villages were included in the collecting habitats.
Study area, material and methods
The collecting areas can be divided into three groups: localities near Yakutsk (no. 1-3, 7), Lyampeshka River (4) and sites on the Vi1yuy River (5-6), see Fig. 1 . Material was collected usi ng sweep-netting, sieving moss and litter, and hand-picking. The study sites were: 7) 20-40 km N of Yakutsk: moist meadow, dry meadow and "alas"-pond, fen, peat-bog; 30 July 1977.
The material is mainly deposited in the Zoological Museum, University ofTurku.
Spider fauna of Central Yakutia
The spiders found are listed in Table 1 . The total number of species is 183 , of which 130 are new to Yakutia. Linyphiidae (s. lat.) dominated species numbers (67 species or 37% of total). Other species-rich families were Lycosidae ( 17 species), Araneidae (15), Salticidae (15), Philodromidae (14), Gnaphosidae (12) and Theridiidae (11).
A few species hitherto known only from the West Palaearcticum, like Trichonchus hackmani , Sitticus distinguendus and Robertus scoticus, are new to the fauna of Siberia. Many of the present species have previously been found in Siberia only in the Magadan area (Marusik & Eskov unpubl.) . About half of the species found in Y akutia are known also from Fennoscandia.
Four species were collected at six of the total of seven sites and eight species at five sites; as many as 101 species were found at one site only. The special character of site 4 (Lyampeshka River) is indicated by the great number (41) 
